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Inception Group is a collection of unique bars and 

restaurants operating a multitude of different brands 

including Barts, Maggie’s, Bunga Bunga, Cahoots and 

Mr Fogg’s. We were founded in 2009 by Duncan 

Stirling and Charlie Gilkes with a mission: ‘to create 

unique and memorable experiences’ for our customers.

Our current group turnover is circa £26m per annum 

and we operate all of our venues from our headquarters 

in Victoria, with a centralised team including operations, 

marketing, events, reservations, finance, branding and 

design.

We have developed excellent working relationships 

with major drinks brands including the likes of Moët 

Hennessy, Bacardi Brown-Forman and Diageo, who 

have heavily invested in our existing portfolio to date.

 

We take our licensing objectives incredibly seriously and 

we have built strong and long-lasting relationships with 

major councils including Westminster, Wandsworth, 

Camden, RBKC and City of London.

We are actively seeking more A3/A4 opportunities 

throughout London in order to develop new concepts, 

as well as finding suitable sites for ‘spin-offs’ of our 

existing brands. Please note we are very much a 

‘collection’ and NOT a ‘chain’, meaning that no two of 

our venues are the same.

We have been positively profiled in the consumer, 

trade and business press, and our founders have been 

included in lists such as GQ’s ‘100 Most Connected 

People’ and The Evening Standard’s ‘1000 Most 

Influential People’ over the past seven years.

References available on request.

ABOUT  
INCEP TION  G ROUP

‘Now there are more bars trying to 

copy that style, but back then we 

were the first in London’ – Charlie

“... the entrepreneurial double-act 

behind some of West London’s 

most popular haunts  tell me 

they’re “obsessed with detail”.”

‘If you don’t fully understand what you 

are going to do then it’s hard to expect 

the consumer to get it’ – Charlie

‘... with three new Mr Fogg’s 

opening, it makes us even more 

excited for what is to come in 2019’  

– Charlie

"The days of complacency are over. 

Just being able to open a bar and serve 

any old drink and expect it to do well 

is increasingly hard now, you've got to 

offer something more." – Charlie

“Gilkes and Stirling specialise 

in creating weird and wonderful 

concept bars.”
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L O C AT I O N S
O U R  V E N U E S 

Twelve venues, tenlocations, across London

River Thames

Hyde
Park

Regent’s
Park

Battersea
Park

Wormwood
Scrubs

Clapham
Common

Kensington
Gardens

B AT T E R S E A

S O U T H  
K E N S I N G T O N

C H E L S E A

M AY FA I R

C O V E N T  
G A R D E N

L I V E R P O O L
S T R E E T

F I T Z R O V I A

OX F O R D  
C I R C U S

Chelsea Cloisters,
Sloane Avenue,

SW3 3DW

329 Fulham Road,
SW10 9QL

13 Kingly Court,
W1B 5PG

37 Battersea 
Bridge Road,

SW11 3BA

15 Bruton Lane,
W1J 6JD

58 St. Martin’s 
Lane, WC2N 4EA

1 New Street, 
WC2N 4EA

1a Bedford Street, 
WC2E 9HH

48 Newman Street, 
Fitzrovia, W1T 1QQ

37 Broadgate 
Circle, EC2M 2QS

167 Drury Lane, 
WC2B 5PG
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LOCATION

15 Bruton Lane,

London,

W1J 6JD

OPENING 
HOURS

Mon - Fri

4.01pm - 2.01am

Sat 

1.31pm - 2.01am

Sun 

3.01pm - 12.01am

“The home of the famous British adventurer”

WHAT IS MR FOGG'S RESIDENCE?

Mr Fogg’s is modelled on the fictional Mayfair house in which Phileas Fogg would have lived after 

travelling ‘Around the World in 80 Days’. The bar is refined but at the same time truly off-the-

wall, breathing liveliness and fun into the West End. Guests are able to encounter all the wonders 

of the world without setting foot outside of London.  

A small plaque marks the door with Victorian lanterns hanging outside and the interior is modelled 

on the eccentric explorer’s period drawing room, laden with artifacts and trinkets collected from 

his travels. The walls are adorned with everything from skis, snow shoes to a full sized hanging hot 

air balloon. Outside there is a botanical terrace with a retractable roof.

Mr Fogg’s provides an elegant global drinking adventure on each occasion. Rare and unusual 

products and ingredients are sourced continually, from each continent, seeking to open up guests’ 

imaginations and palates to new and daring combinations. The menu is a unique interpretation of 

‘Victorian Cocktailian Culture’, with many classics from that era being revived with a modern twist. 

There are also sharing drinks straight out of the pages of Jules Verne’s novel, served in the form of 

globes, stream trains and antique punch bowls. Substantial bar snacks are available every day and 

we serve a Victorian afternoon tea on Saturdays.
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LOCATION

58 St. Martin’s Lane, 

London 

WC2N 4EA

OPENING HOURS

Mon - Thurs 

12.01pm - 11.01pm

Fri - Sat

12.01pm -11.31pm

Sun

12.01pm -10.31pm

“The tavern of the famous British adventurer”

WHAT IS MR FOGG’S TAVERN?
Whilst traversing the globe, fictional adventurer, Phileas Fogg received a telegram informing 

him that his beloved aunt, the celebrated actress, had left her enchanting pied-à-terre on St 

Martin’s Lane to Phileas in her will. Duty bound, he honoured his aunt’s dying wish, permitting 

her life-long housekeeper, Fanny McGee, to create a ‘tavern’ for her friends and theatrical 

acquaintances downstairs, whilst keeping the upstairs salon as a much needed refuge for himself 

and friends.

The ground floor Tavern features nineteenth century artifacts adorning the walls and ceiling. 

Staff in traditional overalls serve up real ales, batch brews, ‘mother’s ruin’ gin cocktails and grog 

in traditional tankards and pewter cups. Weary travellers are able to tuck into honest fare served 

throughout the day and evening.

With a discrete separate entrance, the Gin Parlour features one of the largest selections of gins 

and tonics in London, served with your choice of botanicals in a large balloon glass. The Salon is 

just as the lauded actress left it, featuring Aunt Gertrude’s theatrical props and old scripts as well 

as ornate glass chandeliers.
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LOCATION

1 New Row, 

Covent Garden, 

London, 

WC2N 4EA

OPENING 
HOURS

Mon -Thurs 

4.01pm - 11.31pm

Fri

2.01pm - 12.01am

Sat

1.01pm-12.01am

Sun

1.01 - 11.01pm

“The London Gin Parlour of the British  
adventurer, Phileas J. Fogg, Esq.”

WHAT IS MR FOGG’S GIN PARLOUR?
Located just above Mr Fogg’s Tavern sits the quaint Gin Parlour. It houses an impressive plethora 

of gins, tonics and botanicals. The refined space boasts a collection of over 200 gins, from 

known favourites to rare and uniquely selected gins. Next to the gin room lies the parlour, which 

features beautiful and traditionally upholstered furniture, alongside eclectic trinkets adorning the 

surrounding walls. Our Gin Safari offers expert tuition on a selection of gins. Expect exquisitely 

made cocktails, alongside seasonal small plates and plenty of other Victorian delights.

1.01 - 11.0



10



11

LOCATION

48 Newman Street, 

Fitzrovia,

London,  

W1T 1QQ

OPENING HOURS

Mon - Sat 

12.01pm - 12.01am

Sun 

12.01pm-10.01pm

“The home to Mr Fogg’s vast collection of exotic flora  
and fauna collected on his travels”

WHAT IS MR FOGG’S HOUSE OF BOTANICALS?
Boasting giant feature windows and adorned in exotic flora and fauna, the stunning House of 

Botanicals is located on the corner of Newman Street, in the heart of Fitzrovia. It features all 

the quirks and intricacies of a Mr Fogg’s venue, but with light and bright decor, high ceilings, 

tall windows and tropical influences across two floors, allowing guests to temporarily escape the 

hustle and bustle of the city.

Guests can enjoy light bites on the ground floor inspired by exotic botanicals and plantlife from 

around the world, or venture up the grand spiral staircase for signature cocktails from the floral-

inspired ‘Language of Flowers’ menu. Perfect for intimate gatherings, the beautiful and fragrant 

Glasshouse showcasing samples of some of the most prized selections of Mr Fogg’s botanical 

collection, featuring tall potted plants and shelves brimming with exotic plant life.

grant 
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LOCATION

1A Bedford Street, 

London,  

WC2E 9HH

OPENING HOURS

Mon - Fri 

4.01pm - 12.01am

Sat 

1.01pm - 12.01am

Sun 

4.01pm - 11.01pm

“A cocktail bar inspired by the spirit of Victorian travel and adventure”

WHAT IS SOCIETY OF EXPLORATION?
The Society of Exploration is located just a stone’s throw away from Charing Cross station, where 

Phileas J. Fogg embarked upon his infamous journey around the world. A place of exploration and 

adventure, guests can enjoy adventurous cocktails and small plates, surrounded by wood-panelled 

walls and shelves laden with eccentric artefacts. Perfect for intimate gatherings, the Map Room 

houses an impressive collection of antique maps, travel books, souvenirs and more. Alongside 

the bar lies the Train Carriage – the life-size model of a Victorian train carriage is complete with 

banquette seating, brass lamps and windows overlooking the bar area.

Inspired by the spirit of revolutionary experimentation in the British Industrial Revolution, Mr 

Fogg’s Mechanical Mixologist is the centrepiece of the venue. An automated cocktail-making 

machine that sits proudly in the centre of the main back-bar, the Mechanical Mixologist creates 

twists on Negronis at the push of a button.

ng 
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LOCATION

37 Broadgate Circle, 

London, 

EC2M 2QS

OPENING HOURS

Mon - Tues 

11.01am - 11.01pm

Wed 

11.01am - 12.01am

Thurs - Sat 

11.01am - 1.01am

“A cocktail bar for the adventurous inspired by 
 Mr Fogg’s Indian wife, Aouda”

WHAT IS MRS FOGG’S MARITIME CLUB AND DISTILLERY?
Mrs Fogg’s is located in the heart of the City and is inspired by Mr Fogg’s better half - his Indian 

wife, Aouda. On the ground floor sits the Maritime Club, which pays homage to India with a 

ceiling covered in flag bunting and furnishings. The Maritime Club is a space where weary sailors or 

thirsty patrons can dock their boats, wet their whistles, and even take a seat in the Club’s lifeboat 

without needing to book. Anchored next to the Club is the life-size Rangoon Steamer. Complete 

with beautiful curtained compartments and equipped with its own bar, passengers can board the 

ship and step back in time onto the steam ship that Aouda and Phileas Fogg used to return to 

London themselves. 

Mrs Fogg’s serves beautifully fresh and fragrant Indian-inspired delicacies all day long and features 

a drinks menu, which pulls on wonderfully exotic flavours that pack a punch. Hidden away below 

deck is The enGINne Room and Distillery. Below deck is where the crew play havoc, as precious 

cargo is unearthed by the Stowaways and the floor is transformed into a speakeasy-style bar 

with live entertainment. Guests can revel on the main floor, or for some privacy can frolic with 

friends in The Engine Room, which houses the The Distillery - an industrial beauty and a vision of 

Victorian innovation. This fully-functioning machine creates Mrs Fogg’s very own gin elixir.
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PRESS
MR FO G G ’ S  CO LLEC TION

“While the convincingly set-designed 

Mr Fogg’s is styled on the imaginary 

home of Jules Verne’s globetrotting 

hero, with its hot-air balloon, antiques 

and pith helmets”

“A bi-level funhouse overflowing 

with interesting objects from 

Phileas Fogg’s travels”

“Mr Fogg’s is a grown-up cocktail bar 

that still has a sence of fun”

“This newly opened libatory homage 

to Jules Verne’s fictional explorer, 

Phileas Fogg, has a thrilling secret: an 

upstairs gin parlour with a separate 

entrance. This Victoria-themed den 

provides a snug respite from the West 

End crowds”

“While the Fogg’s brand is very 

British. I think the sense of travel 

and the global nature of Phileas Fogg 

opens up a lot of possibilities.”

“Top London cocktail bar frequented 

by Sir David Attenborough reveals 

how to make tipples inspired by 

intrepid travels.”

“Sister to the original Mr Fogg’s in 

Mayfair, Mr Fogg’s Tavern is part 

pub, part hidden drinking salon. The 

Phileas Fogg theme continues, with 

downstairs a Victorian tavern and 

upstairs both a gin parlour, which 

features more than 88 gins, and a 

refined cocktail lounge.”

“Mr Fogg’s Gin Parlour- How 

Instagram saved the great British 

afternoon tea.  OpenTable figures have 

confirmed a surge in popularity of 

afternoon tea”

“Mr Fogg’s Tavern doesn’t do things 

by halves and St Patricks Day is no 

exception. Their notorious proprietor, 

Phileas Fogg, has developed three 

limited edition cocktails, including a 

particularly potent Four Leaf Clover.”



“Jules Verne’s globetrotting British 

gent Phileas Fogg is the inspiration 

for bar collection Mr Fogg’s, and its 

2018 launch is just as #quirky as its 

siblings. You can drink inside a life-sized 

Victorian Orient Express carriage (after 

being greeted by an explorer, obvs).”

“Upstairs at theatreland pub Mr 

Fogg;s Gin Parlour is Aunt Gertrude’s 

Salon, which houses more than 200 

gins, 25 tonics and 40 botanicals”

“One room on the ground level has 

been designed as an old fashioned 

steamer ship with soft velvet 

banquettes. In another, there’s a 

lifeboat in a corner in which guests 

can sit for a drink and dine in, too.”

“A collective of bars in London are 

teaming up with Bombay Sapphire 

to hire one lucky person (and their 

friend!) to travel around sipping 

gin on an all-expenses-paid, global 

excursion.”

“Mr Fogg’s bars are time capsules 

of the Victorian era. Would Queen 

Victoria have enjoyed cocktails such 

as ‘Scent by the Gods’? We think she’d 

be amused.”

“Mrs Fogg’s mixologist have created 

An Elephant’s Progress, a spiced twist 

on the classic Negroni using Dajeeling 

tea-infused Bombay Sapphire Gin.”
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AWARDS 

Inception group have won numerous awards and set out below are some of the 
more notable ones:- 

Inception Group has won the London Lifestyle award for London Hospitality Group of the 
Year for the third year in a row.  The company won the accolade ahead of companies such 
as Caprice Holdings, London Cocktail Club, Milk & Honey and D&D Group The awards 
showcase the best of London and achievements throughout the lifestyle industry

London Stock Exchange’s list of 1000 companies
Inception Group has been included – for the 2nd year in a row – in the London Stock 
Exchange’s list of 1000 companies to inspire Britain.

Inception Group named one of Britain’s Top 100 Companies in The Sunday Times 
Virgin Fast Track 100 Programme

Award-winning hospitality group, Inception Group has been ranked in the top 50 of Britain’s 
top 100 companies with the fastest growing sales in the prestigious Sunday Times Virgin 
Fast Track Awards

GQ AWARD FOR BEST FOOD AND DRINK



MR FOGG’S WINS BEST PUB 

AWARDS 2019!
By Eleni Christo March 13, 2019 March 21st, 2019 News

We are delighted to announce that Mr Fogg’s has won Best Pub Brand/Concept in the whole of the UK at the industry’s biggest awards – 
The Publican Awards! Honouring the best within the pubco sector, the awards took place at the Battersea Evolution in London, recognising 
and awarding excellence across the UK by top industry experts.

With three new venues opening across London last year, the Mr Fogg’s brand is renowned for its unique and eclectic hospitality concept 
inspired by Jules Verne’s character, Phileas J. Fogg, in his novel Around the World in Eighty Days . Other bars that were nominated in this 
category include The New World Trading Company, Stonegate Pub Company and Pizza, Pots & Pints.

On winning the award, Charlie Gilkes (co-founder of Inception Group) says: ‘We are so honoured and delighted that Mr Fogg’s has been 
recognised as the Best Pub Brand/Concept in the UK at the prestigious Publican Awards. We are committed to continue building an 
interesting collection of bars for the adventurous with a real focus on providing a unique and memorable experience’.



We are very proud to announce that Inception Group has WON ‘Bar Group of the Year’ in Gin Magazine’s 
Icons of Gin awards 2019! Well done to Giovanni Magliaro, Bar Manager of Mr Fogg’s Tavern & Gin 
Parlour, and the rest of the team for their hard work and efforts in achieving the award. 

Located in the heart of Covent Garden, Mr Fogg’s Gin Parlour stands proudly as home to one of London’s 
largest and most eclectic collections gins, tonics and botanicals, with a variety of over 150 gins!

INCEPTION GROUP WINS ICONS OF GIN 
AWARDS!
By Eleni Christo March 6, 2019 March 21st, 2019 News
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Pictures of Mr Foggs properties before Mr Fogg has taken 
residency
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Pictures of Mr Foggs properties After Mr Fogg has taken 
residency  

MR FOGG’S TAVERN IN COVENT GARDEN 
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SAMPLE DRINKS MENUS FROM THE VARIOUS MR 
FOGG’s VENUES
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SAMPLE FOOD MENUS 
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THE STAFF 
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THE FOOD 
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HIGH TEA

 
 

 

  



Star Café
22B Great Chapel Street, W1

Conditions Already proposed

1. Substantial food and non-intoxicating beverages, including drinking water, shall 
be available in all parts of the premises where alcohol is sold or supplied for 
consumption on the premises. 

2. There shall be waiter/waitress service of intoxicating liquor throughout the 
premises. 

3. Private Entertainment consisting of dancing, music or other entertainment of a 
like kind for consideration and with a view to profit – Unrestricted 

PREVENTION OF PUBLIC NUISANCE

4. During the hours of operation, the licence holder shall ensure sufficient measures 
are in place to remove and prevent litter or waste arising or accumulating from 
customers in the area immediately outside the premises, and that this area shall be 
swept and or washed and litter and sweepings collected and stored in accordance with 
the approved refuse storage arrangements by close of business. 

5. Notices shall be prominently displayed at all exits requesting patrons to respect 
the needs of local residents and to leave the area quietly. 

6. All waste shall be properly presented and placed out for collection no earlier than 
30 minutes before collection times. 

7. Loudspeakers shall not be located in the entrance lobby or outside the premise 
building. 

8. Notices shall be prominently displayed at any area used for smoking requesting 
patrons to respect the needs of local residents and use the area quietly. 

9. No noise generated on the premises, or by its associated plant or equipment, 
shall emanate from the premises nor vibration be transmitted through the structure of the 
premises which gives rise to a nuisance.

10. A noise limiter must be fitted to the musical amplification system set at a level 
determined by and to the satisfaction of an authorised officer of the Environmental 
health Service, so as to ensure that no noise nuisance is caused to local residents or 
businesses. The operational panel of the noise limiter shall then be secured by key or 
password to the satisfaction of officers from the Environmental health Services and 
access shall only be by persons authorised by the Premises Licence Holder. The limiter 
shall not be altered without prior agreement with the Environmental health Service. No 
alteration or modification to any existing sound system(s) should be effected without 
prior knowledge of an authorised officer of the Environmental health Service. No 
additional sound generating equipment shall be used on the premises without being 
routed through the sound limiter device.



11. No fumes, steam or odours shall be emitted from the licenced premises so as to 
cause a nuisance to any persons living or carrying on business in the area where the 
premises are situated.

PREVENTION OF CRIME AND DISORDER

12. The premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per 
the minimum requirements of the Westminster Police Licensing Team. All entry and exit 
points will be covered enabling frontal identification of every person entering in any light 
condition. The CCTV system shall continually record whilst the premises is open for 
licensable activities and during all times when customers remain on the premises. All 
recordings shall be stored for a minimum period of 31 days with date and time stamping. 
Viewing of recordings shall be made available immediately upon the request of Police or 
authorised officer throughout the preceding 31 day period. 

13. A staff member from the premises who is conversant with the operation of the 
CCTV shall be on the premises at all times when the premises are open to the public. 
This staff member shall be able to show Police recent data or footage with the absolute 
minimum of delay when requested. 

14. An incident log shall be kept at the premises and made available on request to an 
authorised officer of the City Council or the Police, which will record the following: 

a) All crimes reported to the venue; 
b) All ejections of patrons; 
c) Any complaints received concerning crime and disorder; 
d) Any incidents of disorder; 
e) All seizures of drugs or offensive weapons; 
f) Any refusal of sale of alcohol. 

15. There shall be no striptease or nudity and all persons shall be decently attired at 
all times unless the premises are operating under the provisions of a Sexual 
Entertainment Licence. 

PREVENTION OF CHILDREN FROM HARM

16. A challenge 21 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premise where the 
only acceptable forms of identification are recognised photographic identification cards 
such as a driving licence, passport or proof of age card with the PASS hologram. 

PUBLIC SAFETY

17. The approved arrangements at the premises, including means of escape 
provisions, emergency warning equipment, the electrical installation and mechanical 
equipment, shall at all material times be maintained in good condition and full working 
order.

18. The means of escape provided for the premises shall be maintained 
unobstructed, free of trip hazards, be immediately available and clearly identified in 
accordance with the plans provided.



19. All emergency exit doors shall be available at all material times without the use of 
a key, code, card or similar means.

20. All emergency doors shall be maintained effectively self-closing and not held 
open other than by an approved device.

21. The edges of the treads of steps and stairways shall be maintained so as to be 
conspicuous.

22. Curtains and hangings shall be arranged so as not to obstruct emergency safety 
signs or emergency equipment.

WORKS CONDITIONS

23. No licensable activities shall take place at the premises until the premises has 
been assessed as satisfactory by the Environmental Health Consultation Team at which 
time this condition shall be removed from the Licence by the licensing authority.

24. Before the premises open to the public, the plans as deposited will be checked by 
the Environmental health Consultation Team to ensure they are an accurate reflection of 
the premises constructed. Where there are minor changes to the premises layout during 
the course of construction new plans shall be provided to the Environmental Health 
Consultation Team and the Licensing Authority.

Police Conditions - AGREED

1) The premises shall install and maintain a comprehensive CCTV system as per 
the minimum requirements of the Westminster Police Licensing Team. All entry 
and exit points will be covered enabling frontal identification of every person 
entering in any light condition. The CCTV system shall continually record whilst 
the premises is open for licensable activities and during all times when customers 
remain on the premises. All recordings shall be stored for a minimum period of 31 
days with date and time stamping. Viewing of recordings shall be made available 
immediately upon the request of Police or authorised officer throughout the entire 
31 day period. 

 

2) A staff member from the premises who is conversant with the operation of the 
CCTV system shall be on the premises at all times when the premises is open. 
This staff member must be able to provide a Police or authorised council officer 
copies of recent CCTV images or data with the absolute minimum of delay when 
requested. 

 

3) At least 1 SIA licensed door supervisors shall be on duty at the premises on 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 20:00 hours until closing.

4) There shall be no sales of alcohol for consumption off the premises after 23.00.
 



5) A Challenge 21 proof of age scheme shall be operated at the premises where the 
only acceptable forms of identification are recognised photographic identification 
cards, such as a driving licence, passport or proof of age card with the PASS 
Hologram. 

 

6) An incident log shall be kept at the premises and made available on request to an 
authorised officer of the City Council or the Police. It must be completed within 24 
hours of the incident and will record the following: 
(a) all crimes reported to the venue 
(b) all ejections of patrons 
(c) any complaints received concerning crime and disorder 
(d) any incidents of disorder 
(e) all seizures of drugs or offensive weapons 
(f) any faults in the CCTV system
(g) any refusal of the sale of alcohol 
(h) any visit by a relevant authority or emergency service. 

 

7) In the basement of the premises the supply of alcohol shall only be to a person 
seated taking a table meal there and for consumption by such a person as 
ancillary to their meal. 

8) In the basement of the premises the supply of alcohol shall be by waiter or 
waitress service only.
 

Environmental Health – Awaiting final confirmation to our amendments below

9) There shall be no sales of hot food or hot drink for consumption off the premises 
after 23.00 hours 

10)The number of persons permitted in the basement at any one time (excluding 
staff) shall not exceed 40 persons [to be confirmed on sign off as stated in pre-
app] persons- and add following condition:-
 

“No licensable activities shall take at the premises until the capacity of the 
basement has been determined by the Environmental Health Consultation Team 
and the licensing authority has replaced this condition on the licence with a 
condition detailing the capacity so determined”
 

11)After 23:00 patrons permitted to temporarily leave and then re-enter the 
premises, e.g. to smoke, shall not be permitted to take drinks or glass containers 
with them
 

12)All windows and external doors shall be kept closed after 231:00 hours, or at any 
time when regulated entertainment takes place, except for the immediate access
and egress of persons 
 



13)No deliveries to the premises shall take place between 23.00 hours and 08.00
hours on the following day

14)No licensable activities shall take place at the premises until premises licence
19/01244/LIPVM has been surrendered and is incapable of resurrection.


